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A New Era for the EU and Japan Starts Today

Tokyo and Brussels, 1 February 2019

The EU-Japan Business Round Table (BRT) welcomes today’s entry into force of the EU-Japan Economic
Partnership Agreement (EPA). The EPA will revolutionise the EU-Japan relationship; underscore free, fair
and rules-based trade; facilitate trade investment; create new possibilities for growth and cooperation;
develop new, high-level standards; benefit consumers; and have a positive impact on wider society.

In 2007, the BRT called for an Authority-led taskforce supported by business to explore the feasibility of
an enriched EU-Japan economic agreement. The BRT has encouraged and welcomed every step in the
journey, and congratulates the EU and Japanese negotiators on their commendable and unceasing efforts
to achieve a comprehensive, ambitious, and mutually-beneficial high-level Agreement that will serve as a
blueprint for future agreements.

Encompassing 37% of global trade, the EPA sends a strong message that stands for the rejection of
protectionism and against market-distorting measures, whilst showcasing the benefits of openness,
multilateralism, level playing fields, and inclusive societies. The BRT is convinced that the EPA, and other
multilateral agreements such as the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific
Partnership (CPTPP), further strengthen the case for free and fair trade.

This Agreement must be regarded as a ‘living agreement’ that advances and reinforces regulatory
convergence, creates new opportunities for partnerships in key sectors such as circular economy and
digital economy; enhances cooperation in international standards; reduces non-tariff measures; and
furthers cooperation and establishment of frameworks for joint investment in third countries where EU
and Japanese companies increasingly operate.

In order for the EPA’s potential to be achieved, companies of all sizes — including SMEs — must also be
aware of the existence of, provisions within, and opportunities presented by the EPA. Public and private
stakeholders must raise awareness of the Agreement and its inherent benefits.

The BRT will closely follow the application of the Agreement, will continue to submit its recommendations
to the EU and Japanese Authorities, and would be pleased to offer its voice to the EPA’s various bodies
and civil society dialogues.

The BRT is confident that the EU-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement heralds a new EU-Japan
relationship, and looks forward to representing the voice of business and industry in advancing this
landmark Agreement.

Background: The BRT was created in 1999 to review factors affecting all aspects of EU-Japan business relations. Its members are
senior executives from around 50 leading European and Japanese companies. Its main objective is to submit policy recommendations
to the EU and Japanese Authorities in order to develop trade and investment between the EU and Japan, and to encourage industrial
cooperation on issues of common interest, such as innovation, energy or industrial standards. The annual meeting takes place
alternately in Japan and in Europe. More information: https://www.eu-japan-brt.eu/about-brt.

Inquiries: Please contact the BRT Secretariat, c/o EU-Japan Centre for Industrial Cooperation. E-mail: roundtable@eu-japan.eu.
Tel. (Tokyo): +81 3 6408 0281 or (Brussels): +32 2 282 0040


https://www.eu-japan-brt.eu/about-brt
mailto:roundtable@eu-japan.eu

EU - Japan Business Round Table

HB-EUEDRR -S9O FT—TJL

HAE EU & DEFELRFEFAPEALIEF D tzwm)

W -7 V=vE/l 2019424 1H

H-BUEYRZX -0 R7—7/0 (LUK @ BRT) &, H - EU #gE#EHE (UL
T :EPA) PARHBFREG LI E20006E0T 5, K EPA X, HAL EU & OBEfRIZK
XpEHEEZLEL L, HHAESAETL—LVICESSEE LB BEDOREICES5T 5
LRz, MEBEBORE EWHIIOF =72 REMEOIERICET D EE %5, BIZiE, ZOH
IREKIEDRF RO T, MEE~OBREITL & LV ESITEA g T 52 &0
RKeHREEIND,

2007 R BRT 1%, HA L EU OFRFE L I-RFHEDERO FREME 2R3, pEE
REBEOT TCOBNLRTEEDOX AT 7 3 —ADOFM AR LTZ, Uk, BRT IZ, 2D
TR E DORALIZ AN TR DA AR L L C& 7o, FREkosa &7 5 afEn, B
DL TR T IR %2 b 72 5T AEN 2@ KEO BB ~OZRIZ T 28k, HoAR
WrDE N Z2HENTE 2 AR EU BT D EPA R E O ZR Ik L Cled THE
I LT2U,

TFRE G D 37%% 5D HA EPA 1%, BHH L2025 i EaAE ) & O s 7 th Ao
BT DRV EEZ R, MGk ZEMTOBEBES FER KAV ER
Bl N HARERN L5 TRABICOVWTHRWA vy E—VEREL TS, 2RI,
A EPA X TBRAEAN— b — » T 20 fin ks L OelEry e e (CPTPP) |
EaleZzOMOZANESWMEN., BHTRIERES OERDHHEICEN > TN Z &
& BRT IS LTV 5,

F7-45%. BARL EURICE T 2BIHI OFE—(LOHEE, HERMRE &7 2 ViR L
DEER IV TH - 7B ORI, EREHS OEREIZB T 5 /1 BE%R O
b, FEEABIERE DR, = L CHAKL D EU DO W BRI IS~ e = EHiliE codt
RGO FLAE FIZHELED D &0 ) BIRICB W TABEIRXEIMEOH D EE TR
L7 570,

ZDOED EPA NNET HBENZ B S B 720121F, T/IMEEZ ST H bW 5
DAEZED EPA OIFFE, TORE, T LTI H7Z0 SN IHEE oIl d 5 2 &
DLETHD, ZHUMA T, BEREROBEFBREIL. A EPA L ZUZ XV b3 n5
Bk 2 BMEDR FICBED 5 2 ENEETHD,

LH%% Y BRT 1%, AW EOEMRNZERT S &Iz, BARLE EU OBEFFYLRICH LT
Bl EEARMEI D IERIIREEZ R LTV FIETH D, £ LTAK EPA (25T %
Rz IR AEHRIC xR L CH A BRT OE R ZBIT T Lk, RS EOREEHIT-
TWFTfETH b,

BRT IZ. H « EU RFHEET ENAARE EU OF -2 BROEERIT L 705 EEERL

TEY, TLT, ZOBEBNRBEZHEL, EEROFLE L TR TENIETRERTD
Do

]
H

HrEUEYRR - T RT—7/LEH - EUE VR ABRO BRIFARREEZK D720, 1999 FITHE, BUER 504 0 AL LU
EU 430 CEO, #EEBHTHMREN TS, H « EU MOES, REER LI 2 kRS HEL2MBUF~2H L, 1/ ~— =
v, AR = EERKE Vo RO LFHEICBIT A EEMN AR T I EEERANLE LTWD, FREGIIAARLE EU 03
ERHIGFT 2B L CREL TS, H U EY XA« T 7 K7 —7 /L : https://www.eu-japan-brt.eu/ja.

pi

BRAEE  HRREEH B ¥ — H-EUEYXA - 790 R7F—70%#%R  E-mail: roundtable@eu-japan.eu
HOR ST« TEL 03-6408-0281 7'V = » & /L #AT: TEL +32-2-282-0040



https://www.eu-japan-brt.eu/ja
mailto:roundtable@eu-japan.eu

